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Government into a prosecution of this man, and
the subject, indeed, was brought forward more than
once ; those who pressed for the prosecution under-
taking to produce ampleP:evidence to prove his con-
nection with the plot, The Government, however,
would do nothing in the matter, and Edwards, to
use a phrase of Carlyle's, " drops through the tissue
of our history." It is of importance to dwell at
some length on that story of the Cato Street Con-
spiracy. From that day to the present, what a
distance we have traversed ! Not for half a century
has any serious charge been made against a Ministry
of actually having fomented seditions by the aid of
hired agents for the mere purpose of suppressing the
movements and dealing heavy punishment to their
leaders, and thus striking terror among the discon-
tented, and forcing them to believe that they had
better bear their sufferings in private and in silence,
than bring down the vengeance of the law by any
public agitation of their wrongs. It cannot be
doubted by any calm observer that the policy of
Lord Liverpool and Lord Sidmouth and the Six
Acts were moving agents in the creation of that
force of public opinion which carried the first great
Reform Bill through the English Parliament. Many
years after the date of Peter]oo and Cato Street and
the battle of Bonnymuir, Lord John Russell, who
conducted that Reform Bill through the House of
Commons, spoke in a passage of singular eloquence
and wisdom against the futility and the folly of endea-
vouring to prevent agitation by the force of stern
legal repression. He showed that agitation springs